Parenthetical Citation Practice
For the following sentences, create a parenthetical citation in which you use the sentence (or part of the sentence) as a direct quote.  Do not reference the author in the sentence.
1.   … I was tempted to plunge into the silent lake, that the waters might close over me and my calamities forever.      – Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, chapter 9, page 78
2.    “…I was benevolent; my soul glowed with love and humanity; but am I not alone, miserably alone?”                             – Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, chapter 10, page 87
3.    I had desired it with an ardour that far exceeded moderation; but now that I had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless horror and disgust filled my heart.  – Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, chapter 5, page 43
For the following sentences, create a parenthetical citation in which you are using the sentence as a direct quote and also mention the author’s name in the sentence.

4.  “ The birds sang in more cheerful notes, and the leaves began to bud forth on the trees.” – Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, chapter 12, page 103
5.  “… I retreated and lay down happy to have found a shelter, however miserable, from the inclemency of the season, and still more from the barbarity of man.” – Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, chapter 11, page 94
Paraphrase the following information then create an accompanying parenthetic citation.

6.  No human being could have passed a happier childhood than myself. My parents were possessed by the very spirit of kindness and indulgence. We felt that they were not the tyrants to rule our lot according to their caprice, but the agents and creators of all the many delights which we enjoyed. When I mingled with other families I distinctly discerned how peculiarly fortunate my lot was, and gratitude assisted the development of filial love. – Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, chapter 2, page 23
Common Citation Errors
Identify the error made in each of the following parenthetical citations.

1. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution.” (Shelley 88) 
2. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution.” (Shelley 88).

3. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (Shelley ,88).

4. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (Shelley pg. 88).

5. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (http://www.thisisareallylongurlwhywouldyourreaderseverwanttoseesuchanattrociousthinginyouressay.com).

6. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (Frankenstein 88).

Common Citation Errors
Identify the error made in each of the following parenthetical citations.

1. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution.” (Shelley 88) 
PROBLEM: the period inside the quotation mark doesn't belong there. It belongs at the end of the parenthetical citation according to MLA practice.
2. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution.” (Shelley 88).
PROBLEM: Now the writer has redundant periods. It's the same problem as before, only now there are two periods clashing with each other.
3. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (Shelley,88).
           PROBLEM: That comma simply doesn't belong inside the citation. 
4. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (Shelley pg. 88).
          PROBLEM: Where did that pg. come from? MLA does not call for the unnecessary abbreviation.
5. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (http://www.thisisareallylongurlwhywouldyourreaderseverwanttoseesuchanattrociousthinginyouressay.com).

PROBLEM: Rarely does a url web address belong in your paper. Rather, in the body of your paper, you refer to the author of the site, or its title, or its responsible party. The Works Cited page is the place to list such bibliographic information as the url in it’s appropriate position at the end of a source entry. In your paper, it is just distracting.
6. Victor Frankenstein, when faced with the decision of whether or not to listen to the creature’s tale, states that he was “urged by curiosity, and compassion confirmed [his] resolution” (Frankenstein 88).
PROBLEM: Unless you are discussing multiple pieces written by the author, and there is a possibility your readers may get confused as to which piece you are quoting, the author's last name gets placed into the ciation and not the title of the novel. Of course, if an author's name is unknown (anonymously written pieces, for instance), then you cannot place the author's name in the parenthesis. When this occurs, you place the title of the piece in the in-text citation.
